Expression of adhesion molecule CD44 in metastatic brain tumors.
Expression of CD44 (m.w. 80-95 kD) in 48 metastatic brain tumors was examined using monoclonal antibody on paraffin sections. The CD44 expression was found in 48% of studied tumors. The most constant expression of CD44 was observed in metastases from thyroid, skin and breast cancer. The brain metastases were characterized by quite heterogenous distribution of CD44 glycoprotein--the most pronounced expression was seen in individual neoplastic cells embedded in abundant stroma and in the vicinity of preserved neural tissue. Such a topographical distribution of CD44 supports its role in interactions of cancer cells with extracellular matrix components of the tumor stroma as well as of neural tissue.